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Q. 209, *‘Pocetry is & spontancous overflow of powerful emotion,
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and “Poctry has its origin in emotions recollected in tranguillity

Reconcile the two statemonts
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of sensibj)j
le}pihly. rises that unique mood of expression  which we call
However, by spontaneity i '
by y in poetry Wordsworth did not im
A complete rejection of workmanship, or artlessness, He bimz' 1

zom]:gged his poems with the greatest care. The function of poetry,
C‘E'Dr N8 10 Wordsworth, was 1o delight. Even when the subject is
Ram ul in itself, it must be so treated that it would resull in an
overplus of pleasure.” Poetry is something felt in and felt along
the blood. The proper subjects of poetry are incidents, situations
and characters taken from low and  rustic life. In their condition of
life the elementary passions and emotions find a clearer and freer
expression, for they are not repressed or inhibited by conventions,
as is the case with more sophisticated people. They can be observed
more clearly and expressed more accurately. The poet must deal
with such simple subjects but so as to throw over them, ““A certain
colouring of Imagination whereby ordinary things should be presen-
ted to the mind in an unusual way.” Poetry for Wordsworth was a
composition in a language spoken by rustic, common people, free :
from artificial poetic diction of the 18th century. Furthermore,
poetry is the pursuit of truth—of man’ s knowledge of himself and
the world around him. Finally, poetry is a great force for good.

It should also be noted here though ‘the spontaneous overflow
of powerful feelings’ and ‘emotion recollected in tranquillity” are
the very opposite of each other—the one coming on a sudden,
the other deliberately recalled to memory—Wordsworth makes no
difference between the two and endeavours to explain the one by
the other. In the reconciliation of the two the emotion originally
aroused by the sight was re-created in contemplation as nearly
as possible till it overpowered the mind completely, driving
contemplation thence. So this is how poetry originates in emotion
recollected in tranquillity and is therefore, ultimately the product
of the original free flow of that emotion. Had no emotion been r
aroused of itself in the beginning, there would have been no
recollection of it in tranquillity and so no expression of it in poetry.

The first stage in the poetic process is ‘the spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings’, the next their recollection in tranquillity, and
the last their expression in poetry.
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